OPEN LETTER FROM INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ART
IAA/AIAP —OFFICIAL PARTNER OF UNESCO
TO THE WORLD’S ART COMMUNITY

This is an open letter to the world’s art community for asking their solidarity about Ashraf
Fayadh, the Saudi born Palestinian writer, artist and curator whom a Saudi Court has sentenced
to death on November 17, 2015.

Fayadh has been accused first of insulting religion or preaching atheism in 2013. When in 2014
he was arrested, police failed to prove his atheist propaganda, he was then being berated for
“smoking and having long hair”. Although Fayadh told the court about his innocence concerning
the accusations of atheism and his attachment to God, the pressure of the religious police on
the Saudi court has been effective. He was even accused of “having had relationships with
women” although he explained that the women were artist friends and photos on his phone,
some of which were posted on Instagram, were taken during Jeddah art week (Saudi Arabia’s
most important contemporary art event)

Please sign the petition here below, to show your solidarity with Ashraf Fayadh in order to stop
his execution and free him.

https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/Amnesty_international_Save_the_palestinian_poet_and_
artist_Ashraf_Fayadh/?wXKyneb

We also ask the world press to place a growing pressure upon this crucial subject in order to
raise the consciousness of the general public opinion in every country. It is precisely a matter of
“life or death” to give open support to Ashraf Fayadh in this extremely urgent and important
matter. We hope to receive your contribution as soon as possible. Also please send us your
remarks and contributions to IAA Facebook page: www.facebook.com/iaa.aiap.world

Sincerely,
Bedri Baykam
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